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Mpses returncd unto the Lord, and
» this people have sinned a great sin,
: madc them gods of gold. Yet now,
wilt forgive their sin;j—and if not, blot
ray thee, out of Thy book which Thou
iteen® (vv. 31 : 32). Let us consider
practical Jesson which this incident con-
- our hearts. Most helpfully has this
>ught out by another.

€ we speak of drawing the sword in this
© us remember that the same man who
the camp, ‘Slay every man his brother’
p to Jehovah and said, ‘And now, if
il forgive their sin . . ,but if not, blot
»ray Thee, out of Thy book that Thou
itten,' It was the same spirit of Christ
led him to wke a decided stand in
igainst those who had allowed what was
+ 10 God, that led him w go up and
r them in secret with such intense yearn-
their good. He went as far as it was
: for man w© go in the way of self-
:. He could not be made a curse for
only the Blessed Onc could go to that
bur he was wuuly in the Spirit of Christ.
it be cthought that slaying the people
terceding for them were not consistent.
¢ same spirit of Christ that would stand
avah even against the nearest and dearest,
« spirit that would plead with God to be
out sather than that they should not be
'n.  The man who takes the strongest
i against me when I am  wrong, and
I have set aside what is due 1o the Lord,
aably the one who prays most for me™
. Coates),

zd Moses returned unto the Lord, and
iJa, this people have sinned a great sin,
+¥¢ made them gods of gold. Yet now,
z wilt forgive their sin;—and if not, blot
pray Thee, out of Thy book which Thou
written.''  Unspeakably precious is the
i picture presented here. How it brings
3z intense devotion of Moses both fo
32 and w0 His people. No sin on their part
Zienate his affections from them. **Many
s"cannot guench love, neither can the
: drown it’" (Song of Sol. 8 : 7). Super-
o was this mani%estcd by the Onc whom
i here foreshadawed: Having loved His
swhich were in the world, He loved them
e end” (John 13 : 1). Yes, notwithstand-
fe fact that all would be offended hecause
tomy that night, yea, that all would forsake
and flee, yet, He ‘‘loved them unto the

affections  were

with Israel, though they were a sin-
eopic.  So much were cheir interests his,
s willing o be blotted out of God's book,
v would not forgive them. Here again we
: = careful not to read into his words what
we there.  Moses said, ‘“Thy book,” nor
- wak of life.” In Psalm 69': 28 we read,

wzm be blotted out of the hook of #he

#s gave proof that his
©ou

331

living, and not be written with the righteous.”
In Isa. 4 : 3 it is said, ‘*And it shall come to
pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that
remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy,
cven every onc that is written among the living
in Jerusalem.”” Thus it seems clear from these
references  that the **book’”  mentioned by
Moses was not *'the Lamb's book of life'’ (Rev,
2 : 27), which was written '“from the founda-
tion of the world"" (Rev, 17 : 8), but the Divine
register in which are recorded the names of those
living on the carth. whose names are “‘blotted
out’ at the death of each one. God has various
“*books:"" see Mal. 3 : 16, Rev. 20 : 1ra.

“And the Lord said unto Moses, Whasocver
bath sinned against Me, him will T blot out of
My bhook™ (v. 33). God was speaking herc from
thc viewpoint of the unchanging principles of
His righteous government. Is not Gal. 6 : 7y,
5 a parallel passage? “‘Be not deceived; God is
not mocked: for whatspever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to
the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption.”
Does not Rom. 8 : 13 sound-forth the same
warning note? “‘For if we live after the Hesh,
we shall die?"

“Therefore now go, lead the people unto the
lace of which I have spoken unto thee: behold,
fime angel shall go belore thee: nevertheless in
the day when I wvisit I will visit their sin upon
them'" (v, 34). Here is further proof that their

¥ pettal” deserts were cancelled.» Equally clear 1s

it that the governmental consequences of their sin
were not remitted. They were not consumed,
yet in due time God would deal with them.
Does then our type fail us at this point? Cer-
wainly not; it only serves to exhibit the perfect

accuracy of it. In connection with the mediation g
of Christ, we find the same two things: Hisy GHIV 5f o

tntercession averts the penal wrath of God, but
does not remove the governmental consequences
of His people’s sins. The larer is conditioned
upon our true repentance and ¢onfessiop, and
the laying hold of God's restoring grace.

'*And the Lord plagued the people, becausc
they made the calf which Aaron made' (v. 35).
In view of what we said in our last article,
namely, that what is found here in Ex. 32 has
2 prohetic application not omly to Israel an the
Tribulation period, but also to Christendom in
this present era, probably the reader is ready
to ask, But how could this terrible sequel to
Isracl's sin ever have its counterpart in God's
dealings with His own in this Dispensation of
Grace? Surely Christ has never called for the
‘'sword’’. to smite His own; surely He does not
“plaguc" His redeemed! Ah, dear friend, the
picture that is now before us was not drawn by
man, and the heavenly Artist makes no Aaws.
If it be recalled that Rev. 1 to 3 supplies the key
to the present application of our type, it will
not be difficult to discover the antitype.

in the second of the seven cpisties found
there, we read, ‘‘Fear none of those things
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